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This publication lists all known official or unofficial names and those allocated but never carried on Network Rail 
registered, preserved and privately owned locomotives, Eurotunnel locomotives, Multiple Units, Coaching Stock, 
Departmental vehicles, Track Machines, Snowploughs and Light Rail/Trams. For clarity, Multiple Units are split into 
separate categories, DMUs, DEMUs and EMUs.  
 

SECTION 1 lists names in numerical order by type of vehicle, whilst SECTION 2 lists them all in alphabetical order. 
Names on Multiple Units are shown by the individual car number as well as the set number. SECTION 3 now lists all 
names allocated but never carried, by type of vehicle 
 

Data is listed under the following column headings: 
 

SECTION 1: vehicle number - code - name - naming date - de-naming date or current 
SECTION 2: vehicle number - type of vehicle - name 
SECTION 3: vehicle number - name (italicised) (* denotes loco never built) 
 

If a loco carries both its TOPS and D number at the same time, these are appended with bracketed suffixes e.g. (also 
carries Dxxxx) and (also carries xxxxx) respectively. If a loco is re-numbered from its TOPS number back to its D number 
then this is included as a separate entry. 
 

List of codes in SECTION 1 (column 2): 
 

 ADV advertisement in the form of a nameplate e.g. EROTICA G-MEX 2004 
 F name carried on front of vehicle 
 FNC represents function names but only vehicles carrying a specialised style e.g. 4668 
 I name carried inside vehicle 
 IoW Isle of Wight ex-London Underground  
 LOG is shown where a name is added to an existing logo 
 NWL recognised ‘names within livery’ 
 R re-named/re-dedicated (with exactly the same name) 
 U unofficial name  
 Z unofficial re-name or preceding an official name 
(column 4 after name) 
 # name carried on one side only 
 

Exact naming / de-naming dates are included where known. However, the 1st of month and 31st of month can mean no 
exact date known and should be interpreted to mean after the 1st or by the 31st of the particular month. The word 
‘current’ in the de-named column is an indication that a name is presently carried. However, alterations do occur on a 
regular basis and readers observations are therefore most welcome and necessary, to ensure continued accuracy. 
 

Many unofficial names are hand painted and those that are sensible are included in this publication. However, some 
chalked, scrawled ‘names’ are deemed to be no more than graffiti and therefore are not included. 
 

Clearly the complicated styles of some nameplate designs cannot be shown in a list within the limitations of the font used 
in this publication. However, both upper and lower case names are detailed so ‘saint columBa’ is not a mistake! Where 
different or reversed names are carried on each side of a locomotive, both plates are shown, each as ‘one side only’. 
Unit names which are only on one side are not identified. 
 

The various colour changes of the nameplate background are not listed. 
 

Several nameplates were or are accompanied by crests and / or plaques and, apart from selective entries, these are not 
included. Incorporated company logos such as British COAL, POWERGEN, FINA, ICI, HullTrains PIONEER, etc have 
also been omitted in order to enhance SECTION 2 of the book. 
 

Several nameplates were or are accompanied by a suffix, e.g. ‘named by xxx’ as part of the plate. Again these are not 
included as they are deemed to be a ‘plaque within a nameplate’. Most website addresses and all accents are also 
excluded. However, Class 40 liner details are included, with a reduced font, due to their variance. 
 

Most Cl.390 named vehicles have the word PENDOLINO on the nameplate but this prefix, together with other prefixes / 
suffixes such as SUPER VOYAGER, WATERMAN RAILWAY, WEST COAST DESIRO and WARSHIP CLASS are not 
included in this book, again so as not to reduce the cross reference function in SECTION 2. Accordingly the prefixes 
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‘THUNDERBIRD’ and ‘Britain’s Fastest’ which appeared in older editions have now been discarded. 
 

Unit names, which can be traditional cast plates, stickers, vinyls or stencilled letters, are carried in various places. Many 
are on one side of a car only, with the other name being on the other side of the set on a different car. A few Scottish 
Cl.158 DMUs had their names on the cab front as do DMUs on the Keith & Dufftown Railway. Oddities include Cl.325 
EMUs whereby some carried one name on each end vehicle and one had four nameplates applied (one on each corner 
of the set). Also the Cl.375 units originally carried their names on the opposite sides of the end cars, some in lower case 
and some in upper case, but later they all carried them on opposite sides of the middle cars in lower case. Currently, the 
name (in lower case) is applied to both sides of one middle car only. 
 

Selected Class 390 Pendolinos carried British Athletes names on the cab front of each power car with the original set 
name being retained on the 696xx vehicle. Cl.395 Javelin ‘Britain’s Fastest’ names are carried on both driving cars. The 
39xx1 cars carry one name on one side and two names, with one signature, on the other side. The 39xx6 cars carry one 
name on one side only, with no signature. 
 

Several Class 800s carry two names, one on each driving car, but in some instances both names are applied to one side 
of one driving car. Such units are highlighted in this book by a plus sign (+). It certainly causes confusion, and the only 
way to ensure that all names are viewed is to record the details on all four cab sides. 
 

Some carriages (mainly Pullman stock) carry CAR NO “names” and the majority of these are shown as having a full stop 
after the NO. In reality the stop is actually below the “O” but this cannot be shown as such in this publication. The 
exception to this rule is “The Royal Scotsman” set whereby the vehicles have a dash as opposed to a stop. The Northern 
Belle cars have no stop at all. 
 

List of codes in SECTION 2 (column 2): 
 

 C Carriage DVT DVT 
 DC DMU car number E Eurostar 
 DEC DEMU car number EC EMU car number 
 DPC Departmental carriage EL Eurotunnel Locomotive 
 DPD Departmental DMU ES1 EMU set number (slam door) 
 DPDE Departmental DEMU ES2 EMU set number (sliding door) 
 DPE Departmental EMU L Locomotive 
 DPM Departmental (misc vehicle) M Miscellaneous 
 DPS Departmental multiple unit set S Snowplough 
 DS1 DMU set number (1st generation) T Track machine 
 DS2 DMU set number (2nd generation) TTC Tram-Train car number 
 DES1 DEMU set number (1st generation) TTS Tram-Train set number 
 DES2 DEMU set number (2nd generation) 
 

 Light Rail & Metro Systems: 
 

 BT Blackpool & Fleetwood Tramway NET Nottingham Express Transit 
 LT London Tramlink TW Tyne & Wear Metro 
 LU London Underground WM West Midlands Metro 
 MM Manchester Metrolink  
 

We hope you enjoy this publication prepared by Inter City Railway Society and if you have any comments, or if you know 
of any further additions or amendments please contact us via: 
 

 email: publications@intercityrailwaysociety.org 
 or post: ICRS, Mill of Botary, Cairnie, Huntly, Aberdeenshire  AB54 4UD 
 

Information in this book is updated to 1st February 2021 
 

Eddie Rathmill / Trevor Roots 
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