
40th Anniversary – The ICRS Story 
 
Follow ing on from last month it is fascinating to see that during the fairly turbulent f irst few years there 
were many changes in off icials due to w ork commitments and simply the w orkload of running a 
voluntary Society. To f inish the story on the initial set-up, the editorial from issue 2 is reproduced 
below . 

 

 
One fascinating issue raised constantly re-iterated over the years was one of getting members to 
provide articles for their magazine....seem to have been there, ed. In the end it w as and always will be 
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dow n to the editor to garner what they can from members and add to it through their own talent / 
experience. This inevitably changes the style and content of the magazine. I am sure the early editors 
would never have believed we would be producing a 40 page magazine now. 
 
What is also apparent from those early editorials is that the aims of trying to keep membership fees 
low  and produce a cost effective magazine has constantly been thwarted by postal rate increases, 
paper costs and the availability of technology. The style and production of the magazines will be 
covered in a later article but suff ice to say the diff iculty of typing each issue and printing it via stencils 
on a hand printing machine is heroic to anyone who remembers those days, not to mention hand 
writing 500 + envelopes each month !! The postal rises meant that fees doubled in tw o years from the 
original 50p to a £1 from 1st January 1975, doubled again to £2 in January 1977 and by the 10th year 
had risen to £4. By the start of 1983 the cost of servicing each member w as stated as £4.25 with 
publication sales subsidising membership. Nothing has much changed over the years, which is why 
we are still the best value for money Society around...tell your friends !! 
 
Though the stated aim of the Society was to raise membership to 1000 in the f irst year, this was too 
diff icult and in a climate of rising costs which forced many other Societies to fold, ICRS did w ell to 
reach 500 then 600 by 1975. However the 1000+ was reached in 1976. The f igure has f luctuated over 
the years but we still have over 630 members. This is remarkable considering the quantum changes to 
the railw ays, technology and competing interests and even more so as it appears many early 
members were juveniles....which can’t be said of today’s membership. 
 
Though the obvious aims and indeed the reason for the Society was to conduct trips, the desire and 
talents of some members to produce helpful spotting books produced the f irst ICRS publications in 
1974, Shunter Duties being the f irst of four titles. Again a separate article w ill be forthcoming on w hat 
publications have been produced over the years. 

to be cont 
 

Preservation Photo Spot 
 
The last remaining Cl.11 12088 has f inally been preserved, moving from Butterwell Opencast Mine, 
Widdrington to the f ledgling Aln Valley Railw ay at Alnwick. Reported last month, here it is seen on the 
5th January 2013. An article on the railw ay w ill appear in a future issue. All 10 remaining ex-BR Cl.11s 
are now preserved....time for a feature article ! 
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	Station   Timetable
	Wansford dep 10.00 11.45 13.30 15.15
	Yarwell Jnct arr 10.05 11.50 13.35 15.20
	Yarwell Jnct dep 10.15 12.00 13.45 15.30
	Wansford arr 10.20 12.05 13.50 15.35
	Ferry Meadows dep 10.35 12.20 14.05 15.50
	Orton Mere dep 10.40 12.25 14.10 15.55
	Peterborough Nene Valley arr 10.45 12.30 14.15 16.00
	Peterborough Nene Valley dep 11.00 12.45 14.30 16.15
	Orton Mere dep 11.06 12.51 14.36 16.21
	Ferry Meadows dep 11.11 12.56 14.41 16.26
	Wansford arr 11.26 13.11 14.56 16.41
	/
	History: (reproduced from the IRPS section of the NVR website with thanks)
	Open Day News
	Advertisement – GB Bus Group (GBBG)
	The following were seen at the East Lancashire Railway today: working services D2062, D3871, D9531 ‘Ernest’, D335, D1501, D9016 ‘Gordon Highlander’ and DMU 51339 + 51382. Other locos seen were: steam 46428, diesels D2956, D7076, 50015 ‘Valiant’, D1041...
	172334 was seen departing a snowy Solihull on a service to Dorridge (see photo bellow from James Holloway).
	/
	60040 headed north passed Syston (just north of Leicester) at 16.03 on 6E41 Westerleigh - Lindsey tanks.
	60015 + 60092 passed Syston north of Leicester at 17.01 with diverted Kingsbury - Humber tanks.
	31190 was seen towing 71000 ‘Duke of Gloucester’ through Eastleigh at 16.40 (photo opposite top from David Elliott). The ensemble was later seen passing Portobello Junction, Wolverhampton at 22.03 en route to Crewe.
	/
	66557 passes Tilstock near Whitchurch at 11.23 with Landore Junction - Crewe Basford Hall (photo below from Roger Thomas).
	/
	/
	Jan 31
	56303 was seen passing Didcot at 12.33 (photo below from David Elliott).
	/
	455903 was seen heading southbound at 14.15 through Eastleigh on what is presumed a driver training run to Northam Depot (photo below from David Elliott).
	/
	66418 was seen heading southbound at 14.49 through Eastleigh on a liner (photo below from David Elliott).
	/
	57301 t&t 57305 were seen on a test train in Eastleigh at 10.00 (photo below from David Elliott).
	/
	Feb 2
	57305 t&t 57301 were seen on a test train in Eastleigh at 11.12 being passed by northbound 66102 on car transporters (photo below from David Elliott).
	/
	Feb 3
	66088 + 66145 were seen passing westbound through Didcot Parkway at 13.21 (photo below from David Elliott).
	/
	67009 passed westbound through Keith at 11.52 with the Caledonian Sleeper ecs on 5A25 to Inverness (see photo opposite).
	/
	Feb 4
	67026 + 67006 were seen approaching Eastleigh at 13.45 on car transporters (photo below from David Elliott).



